
PARTICIPATORY DIASPORAS 
& LITERARY CONTAGION
THE OVERLOOKED AND OFTEN UNDERAPPRECIATED ART OF PUBLISHING WHILE KOREAN AMERICAN



PUBLISHING 
IS POLITICAL
WHY ELSE WOULD YOU DO IT?




PUBLISHING AS  A KOREAN AMERICAN 

IN THE UNITED STATES

 KOREAN LITERARY TRANSLATIONS  
IN THE UNITED STATES  



KAYA PRESS 

is a group of dedicated writers, artists, readers, and 

lovers of books working together to publish the most 
challenging, thoughtful, and provocative literature being 

produced throughout the Asian and Pacific Island 
diasporas. 
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PARTICIPATORY DIASPORAS



“A GROUP OF SUB-EDITORS”

FROM “THE TRAGEDY OF KOREA” BY F.A. MACKENZIE (E.P.  DUTTON, 1908?)



YOU CAN’T KNOW WHERE 
YOU’RE GOING IF YOU DON’T 
KNOW WHERE YOU’VE BEEN.



•READYMADE BODHISATTVA (VARIOUS AUTHORS)

•THE ORIGIN OF SPECIES AND OTHER STORIES (BO-YOUNG KIM)

•SONG OF ARIRANG (KIM SAN + NYM WALES) 

•EVERYTHING GOOD DIES HERE (DJUNA)

•NOT YET GODS (DJUNA)

•[COLLECTION OF STORIES] (CHANGGYU KIM)

EDITED BY SUNYOUNG PARK

& SUNYOUNG LEE 

MAGPIE SERIES 



TO PUBLISH (V.)

TO MAKE PUBLIC. 




PUBLISHING IN A NUTSHELL

1. ACQUIRE

2. EDIT

3. PRODUCE

4. PROMOTE

5. REPEAT



1. ACQUIRE



WE BELIEVE THAT IT’S IMPOSSIBLE TO 
GENERATE POWER WITHOUT FIRST 
FINDING ONE’S CENTER, AND THAT 
OUR API DIASPORIC FOCUS IS A 
STARTING POINT, NOT AN ENDING 
POINT.
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REDISCOVERING WRITERS

Younghill Kang’s 


EAST GOES 

WEST



SONG OF 
ARIRANG
A KOREAN REVOLUTIONARY IN CHINA

KIM SAN in prison KIM SAN in Yan’an



ALEXANDER KAN



NAK-CHUNG THUN



Ji-hun Choe

Bo-Young KimSangjoon Park

Younghill Kang

Nicky Sa-eun 
Schildkraut

Ishle Yi Park

Sunyoung Park

Kim San

KAYA AUTHORS & 
EDITORS
Korean & Korean American



2. EDIT



WE BELIEVE IN THE CONTAGIOUS 
POTENTIAL OF CREATIVITY 
COMBINED WITH THE MEANS OF 
PRODUCTION.
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EDITING
Robots and pronouns



EDITING
God and pronouns



3. PRODUCE



WE BELIEVE THAT BEAUTY 
COMES FROM THOUGHTFUL, 
HANDS-ON ATTENTION TO 
DETAIL.
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4. PROMOTE



WE BELIEVE THAT PEOPLE’S LIVES 
CAN BE CHANGED BY LITERATURE 
THAT PUSHES US PAST 
EXPECTATIONS AND OUT OF OUR 
COMFORT ZONE.
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ON THE ORIGIN OF SPECIES 
AND OTHER STORIES
BY BO-YOUNG KIM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=78YhfdTtetM


5. REPEAT





LITERARY CONTAGION



……



……



DJUNA

AND BEYOND



A GOOD BOOK WILL CHANGE 
YOU AND YOUR WORLD. 


FOREVER.



PUBLISHING 
FORWARD 



KAYA PRESS
Etsdf

FOUNDED IN 1994. STILL GOING STRONG. 


